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School Counselors Celebrate During National School Counseling Week, Feb. 6–10, 2012

National School Counseling Week, sponsored by the American School Counselor Association (ASCA), will be celebrated from Feb. 6–10, 2012, to focus public attention on the unique contribution of professional school counselors within U.S. school systems and how students are different as a result of what school counselors do. National School Counseling Week highlights the tremendous impact school counselors have in helping students achieve school success and plan for a career. 

The special week honoring school counselors provides recognition for school counselors who "implement comprehensive school counseling programs, a vital part of the educational process for all students as they meet the challenges of the 21st century," according to Warrenton Mayor Walter Gardner.  
In a proclamation, Mayor Walter Gardner cited school counselors for being actively engaged in helping students examine their abilities, strengths, interests and talents; for working in a partnership with parents as they encounter the challenges of raising children in today's world; for focusing on positive ways to enhance students' social/personal, educational and career development; and working with teachers and other educators to provide an educational system where students can realize their potential and set healthy, realistic and optimistic aspirations for themselves. Professional school counselors are certified, experienced educators with a master's degree in counseling. The combination of their training and experience makes them an integral part of the total educational program.

Warren County currently has ten professional school counselors who help students here.

Brooke Comer serves students at Vaughan Elementary School.  She has earned a bachelor of arts in psychology from Meredith College and a master of science in counselor education from East Carolina University.  Comer joined the staff at Vaughan in 2008 and remarks, “Students are the best part of being a school counselor! I enjoy helping students learn strategies that will help them achieve academic and personal success. I also enjoy consulting with teachers, parents, administrators, and community members to aid students in their academic, personal and social development. I like seeing my students' improve and reach their goals, and it thrills me to see their excitement when they succeed.”

South Warren Elementary school is severed by professional school counselor Della Humphrey.  She has a bachelor’s degree in speech and dramatic arts from Mary Washington College of the University of Virginia, as well as a master of arts in school counseling from North Carolina Central University (NCCU).  Humphrey joined Warren County counseling staff over twenty four years ago.  She has obtained post-graduate certification in school administration.  She describes her passion for school counseling as doing what she was led to do.

Jonathan Ricks serves the students at Northside Elementary School.  He earned a bachelor of science in business administration from East Carolina University and middle grades teaching certification from NCCU.  After teaching for three years, he earned his master of arts in school counseling from NCCU and a post-graduate certificate in school administration from Western Carolina University.  He began his counseling career in Warren County in 2006.  Ricks remarks, “Warren County has amazing students with enormous potential.  I enjoy helping students find academic and personal/social success.”

Mariam Boyd Elementary School students have professional school counselor Teresa Gwyn.  She earned a bachelor of science in psychology from Old Dominion University (ODU).  She earned a master’s in urban education from Norfolk State University and post-graduate certification in school counseling from ODU.  Gwyn joined Warren County in 2001 after working as a social worker for six years.  “Working with young children is an exciting job.  I enjoy working to help them socially and academically,” says Gwyn.  
Warren County Middle School students are served by Grace Alston and Audrey Evans.  Alston earned a bachelor’s degree in psychology from the University of North Carolina at Greensboro.  She also earned her master’s in school counseling from NCCU.  Alston has been a school counselor over eleven years and was previously a teacher for more than ten years.  She remarks, “I enjoy my job as a school counselor because I get to help children realize their potential.”  Evans earned a master’s degree in school counseling from NCCU.  She taught for several years before becoming a school counselor.  
Clarice Davis works at Warren New Tech High School.  She earned a bachelor in business education from Virginia State University and masters in counseling from Longwood University.  Davis has over 23 years school counseling experience and 11 years of teaching experience.  “The opportunity to work with the students individually and as a group is rewarding. I enjoy helping them make decisions about their careers, academic success and personal and social adjustments,” said Davis.
Students at Warren Early College High School have Aimee Anderson as their professional school counselor.  She has a bachelor of science degree in computer science from Johnson C. Smith University and a masters degree in school counseling from the University of North Carolina at Charlotte.  Anderson worked in the computer industry as well as social services.  She joined Warren County counseling staff in 2011. “I enjoy being able to assist students in their process of becoming productive and responsible citizens. I love seeing the growth and development of students when they really are able to work through various issues or concerns. I enjoy being able to touch so many students who may not normally receive individual attention from a professional counselor,” says Anderson.

Colleen Neuer and Tameeka Williams-Burchette are professional school counselors at Warren County High School.  Neuer earned a bachelor’s degree in Bible and Christian Leadership and a master’s in Christian Counseling from Philadelphia Biblical College.  Before joining the Warren County team in 2007, she worked in a mental health agency in New Jersey.  Neuer remarks, “The best part about being a school counselor is the privilege of being able to watch the student’s journey through school firsthand. What an honor! School Counselors have such a significant impact on the lives of young people. I also enjoy the collaboration between parents, teachers, administrators and the community to accomplish what is best for kids.”  Williams-Burchette earned a bachelor’s degree in Criminal Justice and a master of arts in Agency Counseling from NCCU.  Prior to joining the Warren County counseling staff, she was a counselor at Kitrell Job Corps and a Juvenile Court Counselor in Warren County.  She has over 14 years of counseling experience.  Williams-Burchette remarks, “Being able to provide students with the necessary tools they need to be successful as high school students, and beyond, is the most rewarding part of my job.”

As part of its celebration for National School Counseling Week, Warren County school counselors will participate in two staff developments. On Wednesday, February 8, 2012, Dr. Edward Moody, professor and chair of counselor education at NCCU, presented “First Aid for Emotional Hurts.”  On Thursday, February 9, 2012, Dr. Heloisa Portella, assistant professor at NCCU, presented “An Overview of Child-Centered Play Therapy.”  
For more information on services available to students, please contact your school counselor.
